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6 April 1995

Washington, DC

GETTING HELP FREE FROM THE IRS. 15 April -- the day for filing Federal income tax
is almost here and for those of you who have not yet completed your return, who have any
questions, or who might be in need of some assistance, there are several ways to obtain free tax
assistance directly from the Internal Revenue Service.
According to the IRS, taxpayers have several options to get help. First, there is the tollfree number of 1-800-820-1040. This number gives taxpayers answers to tax law questions as
well as account information. Taxpayers who need to order forms and/or publications should call
1-800-829-3676.
Inquiries concerning refund checks (if more than three weeks have passed if fLIed
electronically, or six weeks if paper return was filed) can be obtained around-the-clock by
calling toll-free 1-800-829-4477. Pre-recorded information is also available at this number.
Individuals calling to check the status of refunds should have the following information readily
available (Social Security number, filing status, and correct amount of refund).
Tax assistance is still available for those taxpayers wanting to go into their local offices
for assistance. Contact the IRS at 1-800-829-1040 for office locations and hours.
Finally, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance sites are still available for taxpayers wanting
free income tax preparation. The number taxpayers should call for the nearest site location is
1-800-820-1040.
These are services which I'm certainly glad to see are being offered, and I think you will
find this information both helpful and timely.
#
SPRING CLEANUP.

#

#

The 9th Annual "Great Texas Beach Trash-Off" sponsored by the

General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Program and Keep Texas Beautiful, Inc will be held later
this month on Saturday, 29 April.

This program, one of the most popular and successful

volunteer programs in the state, has helped to rid our beaches of trash. In fact, since the twice
yearly cleanups began in 1987, close to 140,000 volunteers have picked up more than 2,800 tons
of garbage.
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Not only have these efforts resulted in cleaner beaches, but they have enhanced the multibillion dollar tourism business of our state.

By sending out the "Don't Mess with Texas

beaches" message Texans have let tourists know we care -- both about protecting our valuable
natural resources and about making certain their visit to our great state will be a continental
paradise.
The hours for this year's clean-up are 9 a.m. to noon along the Texas coast. Beach
cleanups will be held at 17 beaches stretching from Cameron to Orange County. For those of
you who want to participate, and I cannot encourage you too strongly to take part in helping to
keep our environment clean, there are four easy steps you need to take.
Select a location and pre-register. Choose the area that you would like to help clean
and then recruit your friends, family and co-workers. Call the local coordinator to pre-register,
if you have ten or more in your group. The Texas General Land Office at 1-800-85-BEACH
can provide you with more details about the specific locations and registration process.
Check in. Wear sunscreen, shoes and gloves. Bring water and a hat because it may be
hot at the beach this time of year. Beach cleanup data cards, pencils and trash bags will be
distributed at the check-in locations beginning at 8:30 a.m. Cleaning will take place, rain or
shine, and your coordinator will give you all the details regarding trash disposal and recycling
projects in your area. If you are with a group, only one representative needs to check in.
On the beach. Be a good data collector! Your data will help tell the Texas marine
debris story. Most people like to work with a friend, with one person picking up trash and the
other recording the items on the data card.
Report your f"mdings.

Make sure you return the completed data card to your

coordinator that day. All volunteers will receive a certificate of appreciation.
Remember, it is up to each and every one of us to take part in protecting our
environment and making our world a better place in which to live. This is truly an instance
where each of us can make a difference!
#

#

#
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